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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

machines or "play along tapes and compact discs , songs, anu/ui u 
soloing skills. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
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Sin from the fretting hand tubbing the back of the neck as weU as *e 
trying to interpret the intended information. 

U S Pat No 6162981 to Newcomer, which relies on a finger sensor apparatus has 

expensive ana oimc t0 Rav agni, which requires outside electncal or battery 

fuTesfm^ availabli, and thus creating a restricted environment in order .o use 



these inventions. 



t t s Pat No 4712464 to Nance discloses a finger-positioning guide including a flat surface 
1^11* of the fingerboard between the neck and strife .fretted 
^need Sfrument This comprises of a mechanical device located on the surface of the 

to Ravaeni One major problem with these patented devices are that me player has to know 
not apply to the scale the player is wishing to learn. These patented devices arc y 
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appfyingbecause of having to carefully slide the material beneath J^^^ 
fingerboard The player may become frustrated with the amount of tune it will take to insert 
mefele^g devL correifly. As a result, the player will become locked into a V«**« 
ScauT^ may find it unattractive to play in other musical keys due to the required tone 
S to install these inventions. U.S. Pat. No. 5920023 to Ravagm, rehes on a 
sheeting such as "Cling Vinyl for die invention wmch °* 
^teeto the fingerboard and/or neck before achieving the necessary results to be considered 
^i^la&nVAlther drawback is that these devices are limited to a pDd»<A< 
£u o«k and fingerboard and no. die entire neck 
eliminating a broad number of notes, including octaves. As a result fins poses des.gn 
limitations due to that particular fretted instrument's neck scale length. 

US Pat No 5386757 to Derrick uses a universal musical scale, scale pattern, and chord 
mmcXby means of ahonsingof slide-rule nature. Unfortunately this learmng device m n 0t 
ScS on me fretted instruments fingerboard or neck and thus is not > the sight Ime of the 
player's eyes at all time. 

U S Pat No 3572205 to Scholfield describes a musical teaching device that transposes notes in 
one mSical key to the corresponding notes of any other key by means of dialing a series of 
"atdtk, The mahfdisadvantage of this device is djatit is £^<-££ 
hoard and thus is not in the sight line of the player's eyes at all times As a result , the guiiar 
toCL ftMl by having to repeatedly look back at the information, therefore 
^IS^oooc-ilnLL This distraction is also true of all scale books and videos 
wherTtheXyer has to distract his eyes temporarily in order to look at die ^imation is 

utilize and understand. 

US Pat No 3748947 to Frieheit describes amelody chord constructor with symbols denoting 
utilize and understand. 

US Pat No 4175468 to Whitlock, U.S. Pat. No. 4314499 to Olsen, U.S. Pat. No.4537111 to 
h«a*2u S Pat No 4559861 to Patty are all teaching devices that are too complex in 

scales due to these tedious guitar aids. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The nresent invention relates to a system to aid in instructing finger placement on the 

of conventional guitars and basses for the purpose of learning and playing mus cal 
5S ^fferTkeys. Tms^vention is geared towards guitar and bass players who want to 
scales in > m invention will be used to teach a student by 

Snt" to play a variety of musical scales in every key. This finger-positiomng tool 
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is comprised of two magnetic and/or magnetically-type receptive material strips. The W 

play is completed, and then reapplied when needed or can he ? be 

desired. Thus, the "base" strip of the present invention is removable from the neck, and may 

reused. 

The "base" strip accepts the second magnetic strip known as the "scale strip. The , W strip 

Tims it is an object of the present invention to provide a device for teaching students i of a 
2te or bTpnper finger locations on the fingerboard of a stnnged tnstrument for the 
purpose of playing musical scales m any key. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a device for ^^f 1 ^^ 
l^Z^nZ fingerboard of a guitar or bass wherein the device is removably attached to the 
top of the neck of the instrument. 

instrument. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a device for teaching musical scale 
locations Tnt ffmgerboari of a guitar or bass wherein the device is adhered on the top of the 
Saltto Jfingerboard Z does not interfere with play of the mstrument. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a device for teaching students of a 
guitar or bass to efficiently play and memorize scales m every key. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide a device for teaching students of a 
guitar or bass to encourage the development of proper mtonahon. 

These features and advantages of the present invention will be be* er .^ d ^ ^ Ae 
folLwme detailed description with the following accompanied drawings of the invention are 
musS b^ay o 'example. It is to be stipulated that the drawings are for purposes of 
lEatitn Z description^ and are not intended as a definition of the limits of the 



invention. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fisure #1 is a two-dimensional plan view of the finger positioning ; tool 1 known as ItoW 
sto^f Ae presTt invention suitable for use with a fretted stringed, either a bass or guitar. 

Fieure #2 is a two-dimensional plan view of the finger-locating tool known as die "scale" strip 
SlS Mention suitable for use with a fretted stringed, either a bass or guitar. 

adjacent to the fingerboard of an electric guitar. 

Figure #5 is an isometric view of the finished application of both the W and "scale" strip. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

T^i contact between the adhesive snrfac* and the neck of the .nstrumeot. 
T?t C ""T, m ?6 to Z »d of die fiiSoard 7 which has the fret mark indicators 10, 

means of the magnetic interaction between the two materials 16. 
maintained for all of the scale strips. 

The "base" strip 8 of the present invention is constructed from a flexible ^ magneti cal ly 
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material for constructing the "base" strip 8 for the present invention is FLEXIRON 
TanXtoeo by Maste? Magnetics Inc. of Castle Rock, Colorado. Tins type of magnetical y 

S^-ui-a. Christies rf^^^^ssrM? 

mat occur in magnets and thus the "base" strip 8 will not repel the "scale stop 9. The base 
strip 8_is approximately 0.025" thick and 3/16" wide. 

Thr width and thickness of the "base" strip 8 being used is significant because it must not be 
a strong attraction with the "scale" strip 9. 

The "scale" strip 9 of the present invention is constructed from flexible magnetic material wife 
™ad^bS^ 

magtrmaterial for constructing fee "scale" W*?^™^™™ 
manufactured bv Master Magnetics Inc. of Castle Rock, Colorado. The scale stopp 

betwl 0.030^ and 0.060" thick and 3/16" wide and has approximately 
be™5 to 145 pounds of pull per square foot indicated in the product's specifications. 

The fret mark indicators 10, letters and/or Roman numeral numbers ^eh^ nlo^* 
soecmcally to indicate correct finger location for that particular scales' key iL a 12 fret 
SSator to properly install the stop 12, listed notes per that scate 13, fee specific 
SmZSar scale stop represents 14, and fee neck scale length mdicator to ensure fee 
riav Street scale strip to fit to fee guitar's neck specifications 15 will be applied to 
SipS gloss paper from a plofeng or printmg device usmg any ty^^^^ 
mk S Resent pfper i^ manufactured from Hewlett Packard Company in which t is a high 

doss paper wife fee specifications of: a thickness of 7 mil., pnn ™tenal 
qualitypnoro^ob^p p OMdtyo f 9 3 % and a print material smoothness of 10 per tappi. It 

norJ^edorwornawaywifeuse. ^V^^c^^^ 
nmtPctive coatine shall be applied for fee present invention, which is No. 201 nasuc spray, 
S^^ W Skyway of Addison, Illinois. This clear acrylic protective coating prevents 

yX^ofsmuS^ 

SZ p on is SI fee ZffGRIP magnetic product wife vinyl 

pToduct. Fromfeere,pennanentinkscan^^^^^ This vinyl product 

will not be transparent and will not have any "clinging characteristics. 

Wife reference to Figure #3 and Figure #5, fee "base" stop 8 of fee present invention is applied 
Zd^Z fe %2 or bass'sSp of neckSby means from fef^^ 
"pwl"stoP^it is advisable to clean and feoroughly dry fee fingerboard and neck wife 

an acceptable instrument cleaning solution to ensure better contact. 

With reference to Figure #4 and Figure #5, fee "scale" stop 9_is applied directly to fee "base" 
So 8 ri^fte a iFL location indicator 12 and making certain fee player has fee correct 
So S< ^top tblltch fee guitar or bass's neck scale length by means of fee neck scale 
m^carSrensure fee player has fee correct scale stop to fit to fee instrument' s neck 
specifications. 
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"base- strip 8, carefcl.y f*££»^£2£2£ on the back of .he W 



soloing skills 



ia* n f the nresent invention for use with guitars and 
To manufacture the finger V^^J^^^Zi « neck scale lengths of 
bass instruments, fret distances "« «"^jn™ the frets for each particular neck 
guitars and basses. Using the calculated Js^s be^e^m drawn on a 

rale length, a 3/1 6» wide by ^f^^SX^^ 
computer, which was to be used as a template tor designing 

i, ,011 be appreciated that those stalled «M therein without departing ftotn the 
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